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against Prussia would not diminish. To a man, they considered
themselves the real Germans, and the north a country half of
which was still steeped in barbarity. " Believe me, only the
trusty sword of the conqueror can weld together these countries
with the North."
In 1864 Treitschke wrote his fampus essay on " Federal State
and Unitary State ". It was a powerful plea for the unification
of Germany under Prussia, and it had a tremendous influence on
public opinion. Impressibly he combated all the arguments for
the historical decentralization of Germany. His wish was that
Prussia should wipe out all the different dynasties and small states,
and unite the whole of Germany under her own dynasty. The
Germanic Confederation, created by the Congress of Vienna, was
not a true union. It was merely a dynastic alliance against the
liberty of the people, and it was unable to give Germany a strong
and respected position. The idea that it could be transformed
into a real unity, and the slogan of organic evolution, put forward
by the romanticists, were misleading. A State could be in need
of revolutionary energy. Treitschke, further, laid special stress
on refuting the argument that German particularism was bene-
ficial to liberty, wealth and culture, and tried to show that only
national unification could guarantee their progress. Treitschke's
chief grievance, however, was that the German nation had no
power and was not respected by other nations. Germany could
not rival the great maritime and colonial nations ; but she
could at least attain to a respected, though not dominating,
position in Europe. For this purpose it was first of all necessary
to exclude Austria from Germany. Austria was predominantly
a non-German Power ; she had for centuries become ever more
estranged from the German nation, and had developed her separ-
ate loyalty and traditions. Prussia alone was destined to create
German unity. For centuries every great political achievement
had been her work, and she herself was the greatest achievement
of the German people.
Treitschke, furthermore, investigated in this essay the question
whether German unity *could not be achieved in the form of a
federation, and came to a negative answer. It was a widespread
belief that liberty and strength could only be combined in a feder-
ation of small states. In the National Assembly of 1848 the
extreme Left wanted even to divide the larger German states into
small republics, and a school of political thought, brilliantly
represented by the liberal historian Gerviuus, hoped that all the
Great Powers of Europe would be converted into federations.